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“Flirt”

December 1, 1986 - May 16, 2000
Owned by Elaine Sawtell
Submitted by: Elaine Sawtell

She didn’t go to Oklahoma City or the Kansas Grain
Elevator exploson or Macedonia.

She would have faled
the“burn building” test.

Shedidn’t havewhat it
takes to be a disaster
search dog... or did
she?

She spent her first year
tied to a dog house.
Kids fresh off the
school bus teased her.
Teenage kids on mo-
torcycles terrorized
her. More than once, the neighbor hit her with aball bat for
barking. Her owners proudly told me they would “pull her
out of her dog house and pet her every day.”

When she was given to me at 13 months, she knew how
to jJump fences and hunt. She knew as long as you're on
a leash or a chain, you're “caught”. She trusted no one.

Her passion was hunting. We lived a the lake, and she
caught moles, mice, rabbits and birds on the fly. Not too
many years back she broke her toe on Easter Sunday
chasing the Eagter bunny. (She caught him.)

We did our AKC obedience the Anne Marie Silverton
way, and she was attentive and precise. She was happy
and willing. She was solid on out-of-sght stays. We
never entered an AKC show, though. She didn't trust
people.

“Flirt” Continued on page 3

Renny “The Now
Certified “Duh” Dog” Jones

Submitted by Eric Jones
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Wil as most of you have heard,
Ren and | have findly passed the
Typell FEMA testin Boulder, CO.
Evaluating the test were Shirley
Hammond, LaFond Davis, and
Amy Risng. Renand | passed the
first day of the test on June 17"

You know the best part about this test was that Renny
redly aced this one. If we had barely passed | wouldn’t
fed nearly as good. Ren and | Ieft early Thursday morn-
ing in hopes of getting some good acclimetion time prior
to the test. | knew that | was very stressed about the
test, and | wanted some time with just me and him to
clear the ar. | didn't want my gress feeding down the
leash. We spent some time in the park, did a little obedi-
ence, but other than that we spent most of the time in our
hotel room. Ren did not show the stress that | felt, he
spent most of his time adeep on my bed or egting the
cookies that the hotel staff continued to feed him. Not
knowing what the westher would be like the day of the
test, | also placed some importance on really keeping
him hydrated for the long day.

Obedience went extremely well. We sarted with the ag-

gresson test. Ren didn't get bit this time!  Figure 8 and

tie out went fine with dl canines passng. Good news to
Ren and |I. His hed during the test was the absolute best
ever! Puddles were literally going over his head he
stopped so fast on his drop on recal. All canines passed
the down stay. To this point al canines had passed which
is the first to my knowledge. We were able to take a
small break, | kenneled Ren, and redlly started feeling
comfortable with the test. | was thinking to mysdf that
this is fun, and that is redly how we attacked the rest of
the test.

Ren Continued on page 4
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like, COSTING me anything. Anyway...

lorado. |...I wanted to tell you you did a good

ong car ride...you know, he drove too fadt, ate lots
e was nervous. He SVIELLED funny. You know

earn humans sometimes THINK too much about
What am | DOING...trying to explain the concept

ring stuff, obedience, which Dad says | never have
arels, and | ran and jumped on stuff and crawled
n around on rocks and look for buried humans.

to you about. FINDING PEOPLE is the most
no one and nothing can find them but ud!!

explain it to you...more important than finding...hot
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“Flirt” Continued from page 1

Shedid haveon officid title. 1n 1989 shewas oneof deven Dobermansin
the country to passthe AKC Tracking Dog test. With her hove of hunting
game, it was a measure of her train ability, following a human track with
only aglove a the end.

| often wondered what she could have been
without those early life experiences. She was
agile and smart. She dept on the floor by my
bed and could cover herself completely, noseto
tail, with her blanket. She was good natured.
She was Ditto’s first and only playmate. She
wasn't afraid of vacuum cleaners, loud noises,
thunderstorms or other dogs... just people. She
was beautiful. In spite of her dmost 14 years,
she had awonderful dark coat, without asingle
gray har.

She never flew in cabin (or in cargo), but she
hiked in most stateswest of the Mississppi from
Mexico to the Canadian border.

A friend sent meanote. It sad, '@ Canine

“because of you, she had a P& Bulletin

wonderful life” Maybe 0. |“® st Bt sl Btn S,
But as is the case with dogs, Published by

given the chance, they give Lincoln Fire Department
much moreto us. Administration

1801 ‘Q’ Street
Lincoln, NE 68508

Phone: (402) 441-7363
Fax: (402) 441-7098
E-Mail: fire@ci.lincoln.ne.us
Interent: http://interlinc.
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Ren Continued from page 1

Wewere cdled to do thedirectibility dement. The
directibility wasin alarge lot where street sveepers
are emptied and there were huge puddles of water
due to the current downpour. | do believe that no
dog beat Renny in this dement. He flew through it,
no problem!

Ren and | sat for quite a while in the rain for the
alert barrel. The evaluators were laughing while
Ren attempted to rip the lid from the barrel and dug up
20 yards of sand. He was great, | was so proud! | was
wondering if Ren was turning into a Louie/Crack dog.

A few butterflies began to form prior to the agility. |
knew that LaFond (evauator) had one of the best agility
dogs around, and frankly | was afraid to see what helish
agility obstacles she had dreamed up. Upon arrival to
the agility there was a large crowd of spectators stting
close by. | was told the layout for the course by the
Evauators and was instructed to begin the elements. |
dried Rens paws and stared up the most horrible ladder |
have ever seen. That wasn't the prettiest ladder climb |
thought to mysdlf as Ren reached the high plank, but, it
was now water under the bridge. We did our dow turn
and sop on the high plank which was a minimum, trust
me, theregulation 8 feet high. Ren finished the obstaclewith
one of hisinfamous job over your head to the hedl position
maneuvers. At this point the entire crowd and evauators
were laughing at us. Thisredly put usat esse. Therest of
the obstacles included a bunch of box springs and a turned
chain link fence, teeter, tunnd, and an unstable surface.
Severd canines had a problem with the ladder. Denver
firefighterswho werewatching the agility made sureto com-
ment on how the duh firefighter |ab barrdled up the ladder
judt like a duh firefighter.

Ok, now for the main event. Sound like WWF huh? Ren
and | were picked asthefourth team to do our rubble search.
The day prior abackhoe was acquired to mix up the pile so
asto create something nobody had seen before. The result
was arubble pile that had not only new visud and physicd
characterigtics, but, new scent problems as well. By the
time we got to the rubble, the skies had cleared and the
temperature risen to around 80 degrees. Ren and | stood
waiting our turn for 45 minutesto an hour ready to go. Both
victims were changed out just prior to our entering the test

aea. Wind was cam. | put Ren on his down stay and
completed my interview without aproblem. | sent Renfrom
the specified gtarting point and Ren derted onthefirgt victim
in about one and ahalf minutes. Ren penetrated well dlow-
ing me to easly pinpoint the scent source. Again he was
downed and given somewaeter. Conditioning paying off now
eh? Sent Ren on the second victim, some difficulty in pick-
ing up the scent due to minima ar movement. We were off
the pilein about Sx and ahdf minutes. The evduator came
over tothe staging areaand told usthat Renand | had passed.

| want to give a specid thanks to dl of the members both
localy and out of state. It is aways everyones victory
when one of our canines succeed. It is you dl who train
my dog, | just drive the car and feed him. Thanks aso to
the Lincoln Fire Department. We are the best funded
and supported canine handlers in the country, and | am
gopreciative of that. It redly was the greatest challenge
| have ever faced, and I’ m looking forward to taking Ren as
far ashewantsto go. Thanks everyone!
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